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1948 Light Rail Vehicle Design for PE Lines
At the end of World War II, the administration of

Los Angeles Mayor Fletcher Bowren organized a rapid
transit planning committee — the Rapid Transit Action
Group (RTAG). RTAG had the support of Pacific Elec-
tric and L.A. Transit Lines, and PE staff participated in
RTAG’s work.

Given the politics of that era, RTAG brought
together some strange bedfellows. The “progressive”
Bowren administration, elected in a 1938 recall initiated
by the CIO unions, was often not on speaking terms with
the Los Angeles Times (hysterically anti-union in those
days), but the Times, and other downtown property
owners, stood to gain from the RTAG plan. RTAG
member Neil Petree, associated with the Times, intro-
duced the enabling legislation for RTAG’s proposed
“Metropolitan Rapid Transit District” during a special
session of the state legislature in 1948.

With the establishment of the state gas tax after
the war, the area was gearing up for massive freeway
construction. This afforded a once-in-a-lifetime oppor-
tunity to acquire rapid transit rights of way at relatively
low cost by placing them in freeway medians. As the state
PUC said in a 1947 report: “It is estimated that rail rapid
transit in a freeway can be provided at approximately

15% to 20% additional to the cost of the freeway alone,
while a separate rapid transit system...would cost several
times this amount.”
Meanwhile, Pacific Electric had made clear its intention
to convert to bus if the RTAG initiative failed. (In 1947
PE’s bus operations made a slight profit while its rail
passenger operations lost $3 million.)

Los Angeles faced what was perhaps the most
significant crossroads in its transportation history. The
urgency was reflected in the name that RTAG chose for
the brochure presenting its rapid transit plan (published
in February 1948): “Rail Rapid Transit — NOW!.” In
addition to three entirely new lines in freeways (such as
the Harbor Freeway), the RTAG plan proposed to retain
eleven PE lines as part of its light rail rapid transit system.

“Light Rail Rapid Transit” seems the appropri-
ate name for RTAG’s proposal given that it would have
combined PE surface rights of way (replete with grade
crossings and low-level boarding) with grade-separated
sections enjoying third-rail current collection and high-
level platforms. The RTAG brochure includes a detailed
description of a new generation of rail equipment to
replace PE’s aging fleet on the improved system. As the
artist’s drawing shows, the proposed rail vehicle was
basicly an articulated PCC,  with a seating capacity of
about 110.

The pantographs shown in the drawings were
intended for operation over PE surface rights of way.
Third-rail shoes would be used in long freeway sections
and proposed subways in downtown L.A. and downtown
Hollywood. Like present-day Frankfurt and Muni LRVs,
the low-slung RTAG cars were to be capable of loading
both from street level and car-floor-height platforms.
Unlike present-day articulated LRVs, the RTAG design
has four trucks — providing more power than a three-
truck design.
RTAG did not seem to envision any fundamental break-
throughs in the power of the PCC truck design. The PCC
car had been designed in the ’30s primarily with streetcar
conditions in mind. Fast acceleration and braking were
more important than top speed in the start-and-stop
environment of city streets.

On the Cover:  Even on a Sunday; downtown Long Beach
literally hums with traction & GutterLiner activity.  Ab-
solutely nothing in this view of Transit Mall Station is
unchanged from the final days of the Pacific Electric's
Long Beach service; one block to the West!  Two years
after inauguration, the Blue Line is way ahead on rider-
ship, behind on car appearance and way behind on noise
and convenience.
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In 1948 RTAG engineers envisioned this cross between 5000 series double-ended PCCs and Key System's Bridge Units.

PE’s 5000 class, which used the stock PCC truck
design, had an acceleration rate of 4.5 MPH per second
but a top speed of only 42 MPH. The fast acceleration
taxed the 55 horsepower motors. This was not a problem
in streetcar conditions where frequent stops would allow
the motors to cool off. In express or interurban operation,
however, sustained running could lead to motor burnout
(as PE found out).

The RTAG design sac-
rificed some of the speedy accel-
eration of the original PCC de-
sign (slowing it to 3.5 MPH per
second) in order to achieve a
higher top speed (50 MPH) and
ability for sustained running.

Other variations from
the earlier PCC car design in-
clude a wider body and a single-
piece “wide vision” windshield,
which RTAG advocated as a safety feature.

An RTAG articulated would have weighed a bit
less than a two-car train of 5000-class PCCs, given the
absence of controls, couplers, doors and so on at one end
of each unit. We can speculate that each articulated
would have weighed in at about 39 tons (710 pounds
per seat).

The lack of a forward door in the drawing
seems to presuppose PE’s “two-man” operation of

that period, with a conductor as well as a motorman
in the first car in a train. Even so, the lightweight
PCC design would have helped to lower operating
costs. An RTAG articulated would have had 38%
more seating capacity than a PE 400-class “blimp”
while weighing about 32% less.

Virtually every L.A. rapid
transit plan prior to the 1970s
projected an eventual finan-
cial breakeven point on rail
operations, and RTAG was
no exception. Reducing PE’s
cost structure was essential to
that goal. More efficient equip-
ment was part of this but even
more important was the re-
duced running time that would
come from grade-separated

rapid transit alignments. Faster schedule speeds
would mean that fewer cars and crews would be
needed to move a given passenger volume.

RTAG estimated that a fleet of 580
articulateds would be needed to carry the heavier
ridership that would result from faster train service
and the Southland’s rapid postwar population growth.

© 1992 Tom Wetzel
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Out & About
South & Midwest “Chicken Coop” Reconnaissance
D.B. Minnich and Lee Duncan, Fall 1992

Departed Danvers, Massachusetts, morning
of August 17.  By Freeway service route -Hartford-
Scranton-Harrisburg, camped Maryland Panhandle
Tuesday, August 18, to Shannondale West Virginia,
where there is a York Railways Interurban
Body.(Number not found)  A couple of years back,
Charlie Hughes of the Baltimore Streetcar Museum
gave me a letter they had received telling of this car,
then thought possibly to be WB&A, so I undertook
a search on a non cooping expedition with my wife.
The directions were clear enough, from Charles
Town West Virginia. About halfway to Charleston,
I started looking at the road map, but nothing com-
puted, and rereading the rather small print, realized
that we had passed through Charles Town many
miles back! (We stopped on the return and got
pictures.)  The car is just off the road in a deserted
riverside camping and picnic area signed as owned
by the Shannondale Club.  It is fairly complete, with
things like M-U Sockets still in place, but someone
(recently, it appeared, at the time of the first visit)
had cut out window sections on both sides of the
carbody; roof completely intact!

Nothing further had occurred since Lee
Duncan had checked the photos from the first visit,
and nothing matched anything recorded from the
area, until he made an absolute identification at
York, some 70 miles to the North.  Four of these cars,
built by Brill in 1923-4, had replaced larger wood
interurbans on the line from York to Hanover, and at
the same time, trolley voltage had been changed
from 2,000 AC to 600 DC., matching the rest of the
York System.  The general lines of the car recall the
PE Hollywoods... low, wide, arch roof, altogether
rather handsome. This time, we located the head-
quarters of the Shannondale Club, causing some
consternation when we inquired about the car.  They
thought we might represent some bureaucracy come
to demand abatement of some perceived hazard!
Reassurances were made, but no one in authority
was present, so I left my card.  Unfortunately, this car
probably isn’t significant enough for the National
Collection, so I have not recommended it be sought

by Seashore.  Hopefully some of those in the area
might be interested, since it would be nice if the car
could be saved. Onward then through
the mountains on traditional and delightful roads to
Callaghan, Virginia for a meeting with John Bradley
who has donated Roanoke/Lynchburg Master Unit
51 to Seashore.  A purpose of the trip was to study the
situation as to pulling and moving the car and to
make arrangements for a shed to replace the carbody,
which had been built into a larger structure.  There
had been numerous previous visits by myself and
others, but Mr. Bradley had been undecided about
his plans, complicated when his wife fell and broke
her hip.  That injury finally mended, only to be
replaced by a broken arm, suffered in the process of
a window changing project somewhere else! How-
ever, Mr. Bradley had decided to move, and there
was a new urgency.  John Graham, a local carpenter,
had been engaged to build the shed, and had pre-
pared an estimate for materials and labor.  No one
associated with the Museum had been inside the car
previous to this visit.  A thorough inspection this
time revealed a cut at one window section that could
not be seen from outside, and some other blemishes
unnoticed in previous enthusiasms.  Even so, this is
probably the best Master Unit we are likely to find
Underneath.  There was some underframe deteriora-
tion, mandating a trailer rather than dolly move.
Fortuitously, however, the carbody is set on pier
walls under the bolsters, so it will be easy to jack the
car up and slide it out, though first, the roof of the
back of the attached structure will have to be shored
up, since it now rests on the streetcar.  Mr. Graham
said he would undertake that phase of the program as
soon as funds for the material were available.  That
agreement made, we moved on, spending the night
at the IFl (Indians from India) Motel in Tazewell,
Virginia.

The next day, August 19, we went on to
Sharp’s Chapel, Tennessee, where sits Knoxville
Power and Light 423, the last Single Truck Cincin-
nati Curveside built.  The carbody has been offered
for donation by Mrs. Mardell Brewer of Tazewell,
Tennessee.  It has a very dreadful aspect, especially
in pictures, because of a deteriorating overroof,
attached collapsing shed, much assorted junk inside
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and out, and a lush growth of poison ivy and other
vinery.  There was feeling that we should opt for Joe
Bell’s prettily painted though less sound 419, in a
Knoxville back yard.  The issue is moot because Bell
sold 419 to the Illinois Railway Museum, with seats
and controllers (not for that car, alas) going to
Seashore.  Lee, who is somewhat more agile than I
am, did a monkey routine at Sharp’s, and, following
that minute study, pronounced 423
one of the most splendid coops seen
on the trip, a judgment that held
following all subsequent viewings.
We also went to see 416 nearby.
Because it had the bulkheads cut
out, and because the
owner, Eva Estep, who
lived up in Harlan
County, Kentucky,
wanted money, 416
has always been eyed
as a parts car. Indeed,
Joe Bell has been pick-
ing at it (and 423) for
years.  Mrs. Estep has
recently perished, and
her heirs gave the car
to Ruble Shelby, on
whose property it sits.
Mr. Shelbv also was
willing to sell 416, but,
finding no takers, with-
drew it from availabil-
ity and stuffed it and
the attached shed full of junk from some other site
he’d sold and had to vacate.  Joe Bell had snagged the
unique louvered headlight glass for 419, but it may
be possible to get some other parts from Mr. Shelby.
We did not have time to visit Bell this trip.

Freewaying across Kentucky, the next stop
was at Union, where there was a legend about a
Cincinnati City Curveside. (Though both I and Harry
Nichols had failed to find it previously!)  This time,
Earl Clark, the Cincinnati Historian was able to
come up with better directions, and there it was,
surprisingly close to the main highway, but very well
hidden. Car 2465 is beginning to deteriorate, and the

owner, John Haskell, with whom we had a delightful
visit, would like to see it go to someone who would
reverse the decline.  The headliner was torn out
recently after the roof started to rot and droop, then
the roof was replaced with plywood.  Interestingly,
the car has the classic Cincinnati highway guardrail
bumper only on the rear.  Following a wreck in
service the front was repaired with a hunk of channel

iron.  If Seashore did not have
Wheeling 639, this would be an
important thing to consider.  As it
is, it has to be a pass, but hopefully,
some other group can be inter-
ested.

Proceeding... it was a
revisit for me to Ross,
Kentucky, where
Green Lines 500 sits
on the side of a cliff,
badly trashed.  We had
hoped to obtain some
of the few remaining
parts, but owner Rock
Cropenbaker, with
whom we spoke, was
unwilling to part the
car at this time, though
he is annoyed by its
attractive nuisance as-
pect, noting that, of
all things, it has be-
come a stop on a tour
bus route.  There are

legends of others in the area; hopefully, something
better can be found from this important system, but
500 has to be a pass. It was too late for any studies in
Cincinnati or Dayton, so we drove on and spent the
night with my brother in Sidney, Ohio.

Next morning, Thursday, August 20, on up
to Delta for a look at Dr. Sterling King’s Lake Shore
Electric wood Niles 149, which he has on a short
piece of track using Chicago El Trucks as well as a
work motor from Toledo & Eastern Ry. (Former
Box Motor #40)  He told me a few years ago of
planned operation, but no changes seen this time.
Over to the West at White City is a diner made from
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two interurban curvesides.  Old photos show rather
complete carbodies, but remodelings of the still
active restaurant have left only two lower side panels
visible on one side. (Toledo & Western Ry. #21-23,
Cincinnati Car Co. 1922 and Toledo & Western Ry.
#60 or #61 Jewett 1901!)  Across the parking lot,
however, is a large interurban body of undetermined
origin that is rather complete and not too tough.
Unfortunately, no one was at home in the adjoining
residence so no further wisdom was available.

Up at Detroit is the recently discovered body
of a 7000 series Michigan Interurban. (Last known?)
Restaurateur Bob Amore found it entombed in a
building he was remodeling, and had it set in the
parking lot in hopes someone would undertake a
salvation.  It is similar both originally and as to
present condition to LSE 171, and they undoubtedly
ran in the same service, if not together.  The front end
is missing and there are several cuts, but it is still a
temptingly gorgeous car, though with daunting mov-
ing and restoration problems. Several regional orga-
nizations had initial enthusiasms, but appear to have
backed off.  With the present physical and emotional
conditions at Seashore, this has to be a pass unless
some mightily munificent sponsor can be found.

Back down to Ohio and Route 20, we stopped
at Monroeville, whence came LSE 171 , and Dr.
Lawrence Gfell is making splendid progress restor-
ing the 1840’s hotel.  Substantial restoration had
been done by Lawrence Smith on behalf of previous
owner Frank Rinello before the diner was removed,
but there was a great deal of trashing after Rinello’s
death by treasure seekers looking for millions
legendarily stashed in a shoe box someplace. (noth-
ing found)  Further on, we paused briefly for a look
at Paul Eckler’s LSE 151, next series after 149,
Niles, one window shorter, still well preserved as a
tool shed.  Eckler who has visited Seashore, says we
should go after 149, which he says is better than his
car.  Regrettably, no one was home when we visited.

Thence to Homerville, the North Campus of
Ron Jedlicka’s chicken coop empire, whence came
our Cleveland Trailer.  The Fred Perry Highway,
built for that removal. is holding up well, and could
be used to take the three remaining pieces plus parts,
since Jedlicka wants to sell the farm that originally
belonged to his father.  Still there are an unidentified

gas doodle bug in deteriorated condition, LSE Box
Motor 39 in very good shape, and Cleveland South-
western Combo #121. (St. Louis Car Co. 1905!)  Its
empire Ceiling veneer bad, but rest of structure
preserved by metal roof.  It would make a splendid
second diner for a dinner train.

Finally, after dining at the 71- 76 truck stop
familiar from various previous forays, we visited
with Walt Stoner at Chippewa Lake to work out a
hopeful finality to our long drawn out Cleveland
PCC truck swap project.  They are progressing,
having shucked a vast but not very diverse bus
collection imposed by a now ex-member.  Track is
going down, and there are plans to relay some two
miles of Cleveland Southwestern right-of-way.  By
now, it was getting dark and late, and I was suffering
from fatigue dementia; but Lee was still drivable, so
we pressed on, finally holing up for a surprisingly
restful night at the non IFl Motel 6 in Jamestown,
New York.

On Friday, August 21, we set about for the
final day of the run across the Southern Tier to the
legendary streetcar trailer camp at Lake Lamoka.  I
had phoned Mrs. Grace Matwiejow, the owner, who
said she could not be there, as she had to work, but
her sons would be around, and we could poke about.
Unfortunately we never found the boys, but with the
permission lacked on previous trips, we could study
things a bit more closely.  The Boston Birneys were
inhabited, as was an adjoining something Elmira
Corning & Waverly else.  Lee found a large interur-
ban body across the river, probably local, and sister
car of #107 at N.Y. quite deteriorated.  The burned
remains of a car scrapped last year may have some
good parts, but our main interest was in Rochester
nos. 394 and 437.  Indeed there were some previ-
ously unnoticed blemishes, but these are still very
good bodies that would be very good for Seashore,
and about which will report separately...

From Lamoka, it was back up to Routes 20
and 2, with a brief stop at Shelburne Falls to view
Shelburne & Colrain No. 10, nucleus of a fantasized
new museum there.  The tires on the roof have been
replaced by a tarp, but it still sits at the Marshall
Johnson Ranch as it has for many decades.  Dusk was
falling, so we headed on, arriving back at Danvers
late evening. -D.B. Minnich
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State of California Proposition 156:
Text of Proposed Law

This law proposed by Assembly Bill 973 (Stat-
utes of 1989, Chapter 108) is submitted to the people in
accordance with the provisions of Article XVI of the
Constitution. This proposed law adds sections to the
Streets and Highways Code; therefore, new provisions
proposed to be added are printed in italic type to indicate
that they are new.

PROPOSED LAW
 SEC. 3. Chapter 18 (commencing with Section 2702) is
added to Division 3 of the Streets and Highways Code, to
read:

CHAPTER 18. Passenger Rail and Clean Air
BOND Act of 1992 Article 1. General Provisions

2702. This chapter shall be known and may be cited as
the Passenger Rail and Clean Air Bond Act of 1992.
2702.01. As used in this chapter the following
terms have the following meanings:

(a) “Committee” means the Passenger Rail Fi-
nance Committee created pursuant to Section 2702.12.

(b) “Department” means the Department of
Transport

(c) “Fund” means the Passenger Rail Bond
Fund created pursuant to Section 2702.05.
2702.02. The Legislature has provided that, in
addition to the one billion dollar: ($I, 000,000,000)
authorized pursuant to this chapter, the Passenger Rail
and Clean Air Bond Act of 1990 has been submitted for
voter approval for the issuance of additional bonds of
one billion dollars ($1,000,000,000) in 1990 and the
Passenger Rail and Clean Air Bond Act of 1994 will be
submitted for voter approval for the issuance of addi-
tional bonds of one billion dollars ($1,000,000,000) in
1994, for a total of three billion dollars ($3,000,000,000).

Article 2. Transportation Improvement Program
2702.05. The proceeds of bonds issued and sold
pursuant to this chapter shall be deposited in the Passen-
ger Rail Bond Fund, which is hereby created.
2702.06. The money in the fund, upon appropriation by

the Legislature, shall be available, without regard to
fiscal years, for acquisition of rights-of-way, capital
expenditures, and acquisition of roIling stock for inter-
city rail, commuter rail, and urban rail transit and for
capital improvements which directly support rail trans-
portation, including exclusive busways which are con-
verted within 10 years after completion of construction
into rail lines, grade separations to enhance rail passen-
ger service, and multimodal terminals.
2702.07The appropriations for capital improvements
and acquisition of rolling stock for intercity rail, com-
muter rail, and urban rail transit shall be used only on the
following routes and corridors and those specified stat-
utes enacted by the Legislature:
(a) Intercity Rail.
(1) Los Angeles-San Diego.
(2) Santa Barbara County-Los Angeles.
(3) Los Angeles-Fresno-San Francisco Bay area and
Sacramento.
(4) Sun Francisco Bay area-Sacramento-Auburn.
(5) San Francisco-Eureka.
(b) Commuter Rail.
(1) San Francisco-San Jose.
(2) San Jose-Gilroy.
(3) Gilroy-Monterey.
(4) Stockton-Livermore.
(5) Orange County-Los Angeles
(6) Riverside County-Orange County.
(7) San Bernardino County-Los Angeles.
(8) Ventura County-San Fernando Valley-Los Angeles.
(9) Saugus-Los Angeles.
(10) Oceanside-San Diego.
(11) Escondido-Oceanside.
(C) Urban Rail Transit.
(1) Sacramento.
(A) Roseville extension.
(B) Hazel extension.
(C) Meadowview extension.
(D) Arena extension.
(2) San Francisco Bay Area Rapid Transit District.
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or so much thereof as is necessary, may be issued and
sold to provide a fund to be used for carrying out the
purpose of this chapter and to be used to reimburse the
General Obligation Bond Expense Revolving Fund pur-
suant to Section 16724.5 of the Government Code. The
bonds, when sold, shall be and constitute a valid and
binding obligation of the State of California, and the full
faith and credit of the State of California is hereby
pledged for the punctual payment of both principal of,
and interest on, the bonds as the principal. and interest
become due and payable.
2702.11. (a) Except as provided in subdivision
(b), the bonds authorized by this chapter shall be pre-
pared, executed, issued, sold, paid, and redeemed as
provided in the State General Obligation Bond Law
(Chapter 4 (commencing with Section 16720) of Part 3 of
Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code) and all of
the provisions of that law apply to the bonds and to this
chapter and are hereby incorporated in this chapter as
though set forth in full in this chapter.

(b) Notwithstanding any provision of the State
General Obligation Bond Law, each issue of bonds
authorized by the committee shall have a final maturity
of not more than 20 years.
2702. 12. (a) Solely for the purpose of authorizing
the issuance and sate, pursuant to the State General
Obligation Bond Law, of the bonds authorized by this
chapter, the Passenger Rail Finance Committee is hereby
created. For purposes of this chapter the Passenger Rail
Finance Committee is “the committee" us that term is
used in the State General Obligation Bond Law.  The
committee consists of the Treasurer, the Director of
Finance, the Controller, the Secretary of the Business,
Transportation and Housing Agency, and the Director of
Transportation, or their designated representatives.  The
Treasurer shall serve as chairperson of the committee.  A
majority of the committee may act for the committee.

(b) For purposes of the State General Obligation
Bond Law, the department is designated the "board".
2702. 13. The committee shall determine whether
or not is necessary desirable to issue bonds authorized
pursuant to this chapter in order to carry out the actions
specified in Section 2702. 06 and, if so the amount of
bonds to be issued and sold.  Successive issues of bonds
may be issued and sold to carry out those actions pro-
gressively, and it is not necessary that all of the bonds
authorized be issued and sold at any one time.  The
committee shall consider program funding needs, rev-
enue projections, financial market conditions, and other
necessary factors in determining the shortest feasible

(A) Bayfair-East Livermore.
(B) Concord-East Antioch.
(C) Fremont-Warm Springs.
(D) Daly City-San Francisco International Airport.
(E) Coliseum-Oakland International Airport.
(F) Richmond-Crockett.
(G) Warm Springs-San Jose.
(3) Alameda and Contra Costa Counties.
(A) Pleasanton-Concord.
(4) Santa Clara County.
(A) Sunnyvale-Santa Clara.
(B) San Jose-Vasona.
(C) State Highway Route 237.
(5) San Francisco City and County.
(A) Extensions, improvements, and additions to the San
Francisco Municipal Railway.
(6) San Francisco-Santa Rosa-Sonoma.
(7) Santa Cruz County.
(A) Boardwalk area-University of California at Santa
Cruz
(8) Los Angeles Metro RaiI.
(A) Wilshire/Alvarado-Wilshire/Western.
(B) Wilshire/Alvarado-Lankershim/Chandler.
(C) Sun Fernando Valley extension.
(D) Union Station-State Highway Routes 5 and 710.
(E) Wilshire/Western-Wilshire/State Highway Route 405.
(9) Los Angeles County Rail Corridors.
(A) San Fernando Valley.
(B) Pasadena-Los Angeles.
(C) Coastal Corridor (Torrance to Santa Monica).
(D) Santa Monica-Los Angeles.
(E) State Highway Route 5.
(F) State Highway Route 110.
(l0) San Diego County.
(A) El Cajon-Santee.
(B) Downtown-Old Town.
(C) Airport-Point Loma.
(D) Old Town-Mission Valley.
(E) Mission Valley-La Mesa.
(F) La Jolla-Miramar.
(G) Old Town-Del Mar.
(H) Downtown Escondido.
(I) Chula Vista-Otay Mesa.
2702.08. At least 15 percent of the money in the
fund shall be used for intercity rail purposes and shall be
equitably expended on intercity rail corridors based on
the relative population served by each corridor.

Article 3. Fiscal Provisions
2702.10. Bonds in the total amount of one billion
dollars ($1,000,000,000) exclusive of refunding bonds,
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term for the bonds to be issued.
2702.14. There shall be collected each year and
in the same manner and at the same time as other state
revenue is collected, in addition to the ordinary revenues
of the state, a sum in an amount required to pay the
principal of, and interest on, the bonds each year.  It is the
duty of all officers charged by law with any duty in regard
to the collection of the revenue to do and perform each
and every act which is necessary to collect that addi-
tional sum.
2702.15. Notwithstanding Section 13340 of the
Government Code, there is hereby appropriated from the
General Fund in the State Treasury, for the purposes of
this chapter an amount equal to that sum annually
necessary to pay the principal of and interest on, bonds
issued and sold pursuant to this chapter as the principal
and interest become due and payable.
2702. I6. (a) Money may be transferred from the
fund to the State Transportation Fund to reimburse the
Transportation Planning and Development Account and
the State Highway Account for expenditures made from
those accounts, on and after November 4, 1992, for
capital improvements and acquisitions of rolling stock
for intercity rail, commuter rail, and urban rail transit in
accordance with Chapter 2 (commencing with Section
14520) of Part 5. 3 of Division 3 of Title 2 of the
Government Code, as specified in Section 2702.06.

(b) The amount that may be transferred pursuant
to subdivision (a) shall not exceed the amount expended
from those accounts for those capital improvements and
acquisitions of rolling stock.
2702.17. The board may request the Pooled
Money Investment Board to make a loan from the Pooled
Money Investment Account in accordance with Section
I6312 of the Government Code, for purposes of this
chapter.  The amount of the request shall not exceed the
amount of the unsold bonds which the committee has by
resolution, authorized to be sold for the purpose of this
chapter, less any amount borrowed pursuant to Section
2702.l8.  The board shall execute such documents as
required by the Pooled Money Investment Board to
obtain and repay the loan.  Any amount loaned shall he
deposited in the fund to he allocated by the board in
accordance with this chapter.
2702.18. For the purpose of carrying out this
chapter, the Director of Finance may authorize the
withdrawal from the General Fund of an amount or
amounts not to exceed the amount of unsold bonds which
have been authorized by the committee to be sold for the
purpose of carrying out this chapter less any amount

borrowed pursuant to Section 2702.17.  Any amount
withdrawn shall be deposited in the fund.  Any money
made available under this section shall be returned to the
General Fund, plus the interest that the amounts would
have earned in the Pooled Money Investment Account
from the sale of bonds for the purpose of carrying out this
chapter.
2702.19. All money deposited in the fund which is
derived from premium and accrued interest on bonds
sold shall be reserved in the fund and shall be available
for transfer to the General Fund as a credit to expendi-
tures for bond interest.
2702.20. The bonds may be refunded in accor-
dance with Article 6 (commencing with Section 16780) of
the State General Obligation Bond Law.
2702.21. The Legislature hereby finds and de-
clares that inasmuch as the proceeds from the sale of
bonds authorized by this chapter are not "proceeds of
taxes” as that term is used in Article XIII B of the
California Constitution, the disbursement of these pro-
ceeds is not subject to the limitations imposed by that
article.
2702.22. Notwithstanding any provision of the
State General Obligation Bond Law with regard to the
proceeds from the sale of bonds authorized by this
chapter that are subject to investment under Article 4
(commencing with Section 16470) of Chapter 3 of Part 2
of Division 4 of Title 2 of the Government Code the
Treasurer may maintain a separate account for invest-
ment earnings order the payment of those earnings to
comply with any rebate requirement applicable under
federal law, and may otherwise direct the use and invest-
ment of those proceeds so as to maintain the tax-exempt
status of those bonds and to obtain any other advantage
under federal law on behalf of the funds of this state.

Don't forget to vote on November 3, 1992!

Metro Rail Contract Intended
to Boost Southland Economy
Transportation: County commission hopes new deal
with Sumitomo Corp. will allow time for defense indus-
tries to make the transition to transit.  Considering the
political uproar that erupted the last time the Los Angeles
County Transportation Commission awarded Sumitomo
Corp. a car-building contract, the recent selection of the
Japanese-owned firm to build 15 Metro Green Line cars
was a bold stroke of policy-making.  Equally bold is the
commission’s goal of awarding a separate contract- a
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$200-million, 87-car order scheduled to be approved
next year-to develop an advanced transportation industry
in Southern California.  Bids on that phase will be taken
in December.  Unlike January’s decision to buy 41
driverless cars from Sumitomo, a move that appeared to
favor a foreign-owned company over a lower-priced
American competitor and was later abandoned, the latest
plan is designed to help revive the region’s sagging
economy.

By giving the LACTC enough cars to run at least
four trains an hour on the Norwalk to El Segundo Green
Line in 1994, the new Sumitomo deal gives the commis-
sion time to help local aerospace and electronic compa-
nies forge new relationships with the world’s established
rail car makers.  LACTC officials hope local firms will
take the skills they learned in the defense and electronics
industries and apply them to the growing transportation
industry. Because the interim order of 15 cars is small
compared to most orders, the cost per car is high: $2.9
million. The larger order next year also may be expen-
sive-LACTC Executive Director Neil Peterson said each
car could cost $2.3 million because bidders are being
asked to forsake their usual low-cost suppliers in favor of
Southern California firms.  “It may cost more, but so
what?” said LACTC board member Nikolas Patsaouras,
a potential candidate for mayor of Los Angeles and the
most ardent supporter of using transportation funds to
revive the local economy.  “That money will go to local
companies, be regenerated locally and create jobs here.”

Los Angeles’ ambitious $185-billion transpor-
tation improvement plan, funded with half-cent sales tax
surcharges and billions of dollars in state rail bonds, has
created many construction jobs.  Although some have
gone to out-of-state workers with specialized skills,
others have gone to local laborers. Thousands of miners,
electricians and laborers have been employed building
the Blue, Red and Green lines, as well as freeway car-
pool lanes.  These jobs, LACTC officials say, have
supported thousands of other workers hired by suppliers,
supermarkets and related businesses.  Relatively few
local jobs, how-ever, were created by buying the trains-
perhaps the most visual symbol of the public’s tax money
at work.  With no domestic firms bid to build them, the
Blue Line cars were imported from Japan, Red Line cars
from Italy and Metrolink cars from Canada.  It is too early
to determine how well the LACTC’s gambit on the Green
Line project is working-bids are not due until Dec.1.
There are some indications that it is reviving parts of the
region’s battered manufacturing sector. One potential
bidder on the 87-car contract, Morrison Knudsen Corp.
-the firm that underbid Sumitomo on the first contract,

announced last month that it had teamed with Lockheed
Corp. and Hughes Aircraft Co. to work on transit projects
-including the Green Line.  Annette E. Stiefbold, an
associate director of new business research for Lockheed,
said her company sees advanced transportation as a “very
major new opportunity for us.”  Rockwell International,
Northrop Corp., TRW and Aerojet also have talked with
the leading rail car manufacturers, and LACTC represen-
tatives said that “announcement of additional [transit
aerospace] teams are expected shortly .”  The idea of
using the county transportation commission to imple-
ment what amounts to a local industrial policy was met
with skepticism when Patsaouras raised the idea 18
months ago. In June, 1991, the commission hired a
manager to encourage suppliers to relocate in Los Ange-
les, but the issue rarely appeared at the top of anyone’s
agenda. The Sumitomo fiasco in January made Patsaouras’
proposal a top priority for the commission. Coming as the
economy stalled, layoffs soared and President Bush
returned from fruitless trade talks contract touched off a
firestorm of criticism that forced the LACTC to with-
draw the agreement and move into the economic devel-
opment business. There is still skepticism about the
commission’s ability to create jobs.  Supervisor Ed
Edelman and Long Beach City Councilman Ray Grabinski
have used their seats on the LACTC board to emphasize
that the commission’s first duty is to provide transporta-
tion. Other commissioners privately express doubts that
established suppliers of electric motors and other high-
value components can be enticed to build permanent
factories in California when their factories lay idle or
underutilized.  But even these skeptics believe that some
sort of local development program is worth trying.  In
January, Peterson met with the area’s leading aerospace
companies to discuss the transportation market’s needs.
Last month, the commission released a 91-page directory
of every locally available product and service a rail car
builder might use- cross-referenced by products and by
firms owned by women and minorities.  The big payoff
is expected in December when the commission awards
the 87-car order, the largest single order in the LACTC’s
30-year plan.  The cars, which can be converted to
driverless operation, will be used on the Green Line, a
Blue Line extension to Pasadena and on at least one other
light-rail line to be designated later by the commission.
Peterson said that the winning bidder on this contract,
which is likely to be worth more than $200 million, will
be chosen on three evenly weighted criteria: cost, expe-
rience and the degree to which the bidder is willing to
help local firms.
-Mark A. Stein
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24, Saturday. VIDEOS, ERHA's second annual public
outreach at the Atwater Branch of the Los Angeles
Public Library. 10:00am to 4:00pm Pacific Electric and
Los Angeles Ry. videos not available for sale of Glendale/
Burbank, Atwater, Highland Park, Eagle Rock, etc.

6, Friday. MEETING, Bay Area Electric Railroad Associa-
tion, 8:00 PM, Veteran's Auditorium, 2nd floor, Grand &
Harrison Oakland call after 6:30PM weekdays for program
(415)673-6547.

13, Friday. MEETING, Pacific Railroad Society regular
monthly meeting, 7:30PM at Joslyn Recreation Center,
Alhambra.

14, Saturday. MEETING, San Diego Electric Railway Asso-
ciation regular monthly meeting, 7:30PM at SDG&E Co. 1st &
Ash Sts., Paul Ward, Slides of Europe LRV's

20, Friday. MEETING, ELECTRIC  RAILWAY  HISTORICAL

ASSOCIATION regular monthly meeting.  El Camino Col-
lege  Phys. Ed. Room 27 Redondo Beach 7:30 PM Business
Meeting, 8:00 PM Program: Dick Burns Japan Videos

4, Friday. MEETING, Bay Area Electric Railroad Associa-
tion, 8:00 PM, Veteran's Auditorium, 2nd floor, Grand &
Harrison Oakland call after 6:30PM weekdays for program
(415)673-6547.

11, Friday. MEETING, Pacific Railroad Society regular
monthly meeting, 7:30PM at Joslyn Recreation Center,
Alhambra.

12, Saturday. MEETING, San Diego Electric Railway Asso-
ciation regular monthly meeting, 7:30PM at SDG&E Co. 1st &
Ash Sts., Noel Peck from San Diego Trolley Management

ELECTRIC RAILWAY HISTORICAL ASSOCIATION
OF SOUTHERN CALIFORNIA
P.O. Box 24315
Los Angeles, CA 90024-0315
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18, Friday. MEETING, ELECTRIC  RAILWAY  HISTORICAL

ASSOCIATION regular monthly meeting.  Location TBA.
7:30 PM Business Meeting, 8:00 PM Program: Leroy Demery,
Seattle Trolley Coach Scandal?
1?, Friday. MEETING, Bay Area Electric Railroad Asso-
ciation, 8:00 PM, Veteran's Auditorium, 2nd floor, Grand &
Harrison Oakland call after 6:30PM weekdays for program
(415)673-6547.

8, Friday. MEETING, E LECTRIC  RAILWAY  HISTORICAL

ASSOCIATION Pacific Railroad Society joint special  monthly
meeting special date.  Location Los Angeles City College
(End of the 'V' line, Vermont , 8:00 PM Program: Los
Angeles Geographical Society hosts ERHA's Russ Davies,
world traction.

9, Saturday. MEETING, San Diego Electric Railway Asso-
ciation regular monthly meeting, 6:30PM at Fire House, Co-
lumbia & Cedar Sts. Pot Luck & Lyle Judd presents S.D.E.Ry
days, slides, maybe movies!

Meetings By Mail!
We realize that many members live out of the

area and are missing out on some wonderful programs.
ERHA is videotaping some of  our monthly entertain-
ment.  Not a slick professional style video, occasional
heads in the way, the audience commentary, white
screens from missing slides, picture quality is excellent.
Please make out checks to ERHA of SC.  Shipment time
will depend upon the number of orders we receive.
(Tapes will be duped to order.)  Your donation of
$15.00/VHS tape includes postage, please add $5.00
U.S. for international orders.
#100 Bill Volkmer's PE
#101 Ted Damon's PE
#102 Charlie Seims Mt. Lowe Centennial
#600 Paul Ward's Trolleybuses No. America 'A-S'.
#601 Paul Ward's Trolley Buses 'S-Y' plus Volkmer's

International Trolleybuses.
#700 Ken Douglas's Canada, Cuba & Mexico
Upcoming, Walter Abbenseth's entire collection of
PE movies!!!

We will only tape presenters with their prior permission.
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